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Kalief Brown Story
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kalief was falsely accused of a backpack theft and in 2010; he was awaiting his trial where he was jailed on Rikers Island for over three years. His story is a six part documentary airs which shows on Netflix where a man experienced the penal system in US. The documentary explains that he was not justly jailed by spelling out the link that has the footage of several similar killings. In the series, there is a light that shines on the several insidious ways which are deeply sympathetic subject showing how Kalief Brown was failed trying to advocate justice for all. This paper will give a detailed story of Kalief Brown as it is on Netflix.
He was born in New York in 1993, being the youngest of the seven siblings and was adopted by Venida Browder who was a foster carer. Kalief grew up as a good person, a good friend, and brother who was talkative, fun, and curious. At the age of 16, he was accused of stealing a backpack, was arrested and taken to jail in Rikers Island. At this time, he was innocent where his he was set free three years later. In the documentary there is the unraveling of the string of errors that led to his extended incarceration. The police had recorded his arrest improperly where they had not investigated the CCTV of the incident. 
During the trials, the prosecutors had failed to admit that they had not had enough time in investigations and had lost contact with the victim and the statement they had forwarded lacked the victim’s side of the story. In normal rulings the police are required to give their evidence and then the judges should check in for the victims say and then continue with judgment. In the story, there is a striking aspect where Kalief was given a plea deal which if he pleaded guilty, he could be freed in a matter of months, a choice he declined where he insisted to be innocent and wanted his case to be heard since it was one of the perfect stance. 
Having refused to stick to it, he faced attacks by other inmates together with the prison officers who denied him some basic needs like food and even beat him which viewed from the footage on the surveillance in jail cameras. In the UN, there is a statement that an inmate can face solitary confinement torture for more than 14 days consecutively. Kalief’s case was different and unfair because in his trial he faced torture for more than two years and was not sympathized despite being a minor. It is through the pain and suffering that he contemplated and attempted suicide. 
In 2013, he was finally released after the prosecutors came into agreement that there was no valid case and the young man was innocent, though freeing him cannot be termed as justice. In the documentary, there is deliberate creation of uneven fracture sense of Kalief’s life after he left Rikers. This was viewed through the chronological timeline, post-prison TV interviews which showed the episodes and more devastating photos of his blooded face and also heard in the 911 audios on phone calls. The flashes were threatening and used to undermine the ideas that he might be at a position to recover. 
Though Kalief struggled, he faced more violence and was even shot and stabbed later where he became psychotic and paranoid. The documentary shows that there are still champions including his mother Venida who was a hero, his lawyer Paul Prestia who was dogged and some staff from the Bronx Community College who fought for his release. Their efforts bore some fruits upto the point where he was released but later he was involved in fight, was returned to court at the age of 22, which he found was too much on him and killed himself. The documentary is enlightening because his death was due to a number of criminal injustices. However there have been establishment of a bill of rights for inmates in jail which the system has begun collecting data regarding the inmates, jails and the amount imposed on defendants. 
The story is not easy to watch more so the last part when his death is revealed and his mother loses determination and does not want to be officially recognized not even get compensation for her son’s suffering which made her health deteriorate. The most heartbreaking part is Kalief’s family grieving his loss where they could not understand the reasons why he decided  to commit suicide after almost conquering. According to me, the final scenes are calls to arms and to people of all levels of life, writers, lawyers, doctors and even activists to step up and enlighten the people on how the system is flawed where this story has opened an opportunity. The situation is however changing since in the US, president Obama had called for the banning of solitary confinement of juveniles and was even willing to close Riker’s Island. 
In conclusion, Kalief’s story documentary shows to which extent solitary confinement has done to a person’s state mentally. The last minutes of the show are the most touching because it reminds a person that though Kalief’s suffering had been ignored for quite a long time, there is more that can be done? This is evident in this case because Kalief still committed suicide even after being jailed and set free at a later date. 
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